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Change for the Better 

 Although change is difficult, trying, and often wrought with anxiety, it leads to growth 

and wisdom and a stronger sense of self. Even more difficult than change that is self-directed, is 

change that occurs due to an outside force or something out of our control. When circumstances 

shift, we are forced to make a change in our lives, even if we don’t want to. This occurs for the 

protagonists in “Thank You Ma’am,” by Langston Hughes and “Coming Attractions,” by Tobias 

Wolff. Roger and Jean both undergo change throughout the story, because circumstances beyond 

their control interrupt their current path. While this presents a challenge for both characters, they 

emerge stronger and wiser on the other side. 

 
 

Comment [RH1]: 1” margins, Times New 
Roman, 12pt font. Header should be double spaced, 
include your name, teacher ‘s name, course name, 
date paper is DUE. Include page numbers at the .5” 
margin 

Comment [RH2]: Creative and interesting title. 
Does not need the name of the text, but if you 
include it, make sure it is punctuated appropriately. 

Comment [RH3]: Interesting hook (doesn’t have 
to include information about text). Gives the reader 
an idea of the “big picture” and draws them in.  

Comment [RH4]: Include the name of all the 
texts you’ll discuss (punctuate correctly), including 
author names. 

Comment [RH5]: Thesis statement (assertion 
and direction). Should not be a question, can be 
broken into two sentences if it is too lengthy. 


